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retained longest its distinctive features1. In the West
Country, where industrial capitalism had gained a footing
from the earliest times, apprenticeship in its old form rapidly
succumbed to the dissolving influences of the new economic
order : in the North Country, where the traditional organiza-
tion of industry maintained its ground more successfully,
the ideals of technical training and social discipline be-
queathed by the craft gilds had not yet spent their force
even when the eighteenth century had run its course.
Compu- The working clothier needed a thorough training in the
various branches of the woollen industry in order that he
might turn his hand to any operation. " In general, most
of our men can do all the trades ", stated a Yorkshire
employer. " In their youth they generally learn the whole,
but after they are learned they are generally kept to one
branch, but if they are wanted to do a job at the others they
can do the others "2. The advocates of a seven years'
apprenticeship rested their argument on the ground that the
working clothier had to be acquainted with every process
from buying wool to fulling cloth. The nature of the in-
struction given to an apprentice is shown in the evidence of
a West Riding clothier, who was asked to enumerate what
branches of the trade he had learnt3.
" I leamt to be a spinner before I went apprentice : when
I went apprentice I was a strong boy, and I was put to
weaving first.
" Did you also learn to buy your own wool ?
" Yes; I had the prospect of being a master when I
came out of my time, and therefore my master took care I
should learn that". This branch demanded great skill,
especially when the clothier bought his wool direct from the
grower. He had to sort the wool since its quality varied
enormously according to the county whence it came, and
different kinds of wool were adapted to different uses and
required different dyes and modes of manufacture 4. To-
1  On apprenticeship in the West of England, see supra, pp. 37 seq.;
and on the general question of the legal enforcement of apprenticeship,
see infra, vol. iii. 283 seq.
2  Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 74.
1 Ibid. 6.                                                     * Ibid. 33.